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Religion was a vital force in the ancient world.  It continues to fire the imagination of millions of people today.  This course provides an introductory survey of major living religions that have shaped the great civilizations of the world: Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, Taoism (Daoism), Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.  In our examination of each tradition we will pay particular attention to factors such as sacred literature, myth, ritual, ethics, religious experience, meditation practice, artistic expression, philosophy, theology, religious institutions, and the relationship of religion to society.  The course will emphasize a close reading of spiritual classics from the world’s great wisdom traditions. 
Goals of the Course

To introduce the student to the academic study of religion.

To acquaint the student with the main beliefs, practices, and organizational structures of major religious traditions around the world.

To familiarize the student with the historical development and geographical expansion of major religious traditions around the world.

To foster the student's respect for and appreciation of the variety of religions in the world.
To assist the student in the on-going development of his or her skills in critical thinking, reading, and writing.

Required Textbooks (Available in Centenary College Bookstore)

Bhagavad Gita, trans. E. Easwaran
The Dhammapada, trans. J. Mascaro

The New Testament (New Jerusalem Bible)
The Qur’an, trans. M. A. S. Abdel Haleem

Tao Te Ching, trans. D. C. Lau

The Torah (New JPS trans.)

Course Requirements

1. Faithful Attendance and Informed Participation (5%).  In the case of illness or other unusual circumstances, it is your responsibility to secure class notes and relevant assignments from a fellow student.  Tardy students may not be counted as present.  A crucial dimension of the course is your critical engagement with primary and secondary texts.  Read materials that are assigned for each day or unit and be prepared to discuss them.  You are responsible for all assigned readings, even those not discussed in class.

2. Three Short Essays (first: 15%; second and third: 20% each).  Each essay should be typed (double-spaced), no longer than 2 pages (Times New Roman, 12 pt.), and should include appropriate documentation (when necessary).  Topics will be assigned.  Electronic submissions will not be accepted.  Late papers will result in a substantial penalty on the grade (a letter grade per day late, including weekends).  
3. Final Exam (15%).  The final exam day and time cannot be changed.  
4. Field Observation Paper (20%).  Attend the main religious service or community meeting of two of the religious traditions studied in this course—traditions other than your own community of faith.  Please avoid “independent” and “non-denominational” churches.  Prior to each visit, research the history, beliefs, and practices of the religious group using one or more of the following print resources in the Reference area of the Library: Religions of the World, 4 vols. (Ref BL 80.3 .R45 2002); The Encyclopedia of Religion, 15 vols., ed. Mircea Eliade (Ref BL31.E46 1986); Encyclopedia of the American Religious Experience, 3 vols. (Ref BL2525.E53 1988); Handbook of Denominations in the United States (Ref BL2525.M425 1995); Encyclopedia of American Religions, 2 vols. (Ref BL2530.U6M443 1978); Encyclopedia Judaica, 16 vols. (Ref BM 620.E63 1972); Dictionary of Christian Denominations (Ref BR 157.D35 2003).  The final product will be a first-person descriptive/analytic paper.  It should (1) describe the events of the two services for an audience unfamiliar with the traditions you’ve observed and (2) offer a critical reflection on your observations and experiences in light of your exposure to the academic study of religion in this course.  The paper should be typed (double-spaced), no longer than 5 pages (Times New Roman, 12 pt.), and should include appropriate documentation and a bibliography of at least two print reference resources—one for each religious tradition.  Internet sources (such as a denomination’s official website) may be used in addition to the two print reference resources.  The paper must conform to the standards of academic writing as set forth in an accepted handbook of style.  The paper is due at the beginning of class on 11/20.  Electronic submissions will not be accepted.  Late papers will result in a substantial penalty on the grade (a letter grade per day late, including weekends).  Failure to submit a field observation paper will result in an “F” for the entire course.
5. Reading Log (5%).  Read a minimum of 200 pages in addition to the assigned unit readings. Keep a log of the titles and pages that you read.  Submit the complete reading log on the final day of the course.  Read articles, books, and/or book portions by one or more of the following authors:

Karen Armstrong

Peter Berger

Judith Berling

Joseph Epes Brown

Martin Buber

Titus Burckhardt

Joseph Campbell

G. K. Chesterton

Julia Ching

Francis X. Clooney

John Cobb

Ananda Coomaraswamy

Harold Coward

Harvey Cox

Kenneth Cragg

Dalai Lama

Jean Danielou

S. N. Dasgupta

Christopher Dawson

Vine Deloria

Anthony de Mello

Wendy Doniger

Mary Douglas

Heinrich Dumoulin

Jacques Dupuis

Emile Durkheim

Gai Eaton

Diana Eck

Mircea Eliade

Robert Ellwood

John L. Esposito

James G. Frazer

Sigmund Freud

M. K. Gandhi

Clifford Geertz

Aurobindo Ghose

Sam Gill

Ari Goldman

Bede Griffiths
Rene Guenon
Andrew Harvey

S. Mark Heim

Abraham Joshua Heschel

John Hick

Aldous Huxley

Julian Huxley

Daisaku Ikeda

Christopher Isherwood

William James

William Johnston

Carl Jung

Joseph Kitagawa

Paul Knitter

Jiddhu Krishnamurti

Hans Kung

Chung Hyun Kyung

C. S. Lewis

Martin Lings

Henri de Lubac

Thomas Merton

Max Muller
Seyyed Hossein Nasr

Jacob Needleman

John Neihardt

Jacob Neusner

Lesslie Newbigin

Thich Nhat Hanh

Hugh Nibley

Swami Nikhilananda

Harry Oldmeadow

Rudolf Otto

Marco Pallis

Raimon Panikkar

Geoffrey Parrinder

Whitall Perry

Peter Phan

Swami Prabhavananda

Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan

Kathleen Raine

Joseph Ratzinger

Rosemary Radford Ruether

Gershom Scholem

Frithjof Schuon

Albert Schweitzer

Arvind Sharma

Eric Sharpe

Ninian Smart

Huston Smith

Jonathan Z. Smith

Wilfred Cantwell Smith

D. T. Suzuki

Leonard Swidler

Rabindranath Tagore

Charles Taylor

Wayne Teasdale

Pierre Teilhard de Chardin

Arnold Toynbee

Victor Turner

Evelyn Underhill

Swami Vivekananda

Joachim Wach

Alan Watts

Max Weber

Tu Wei-Ming

Simone Weil

Elie Wiesel

John C. H. Wu

R. C. Zaehner

Heinrich Zimmer

8/24



Introduction to the Course

8/26



Seven Dimensions of Religion





Read C. S. Lewis (“Introduction to Athanasius’ On the 
Incarnation,” http://www.reformedliterature.com/lewis-
incarnation-intro.php) and Joseph Campbell (handout)
8/28



Approaches to World Religions





Read Heschel and Griffiths (handouts)
8/31



Approaches to World Religions 





Read Aldous Huxley (“Introduction to the Bhagavad-





Gita,” http://parvati.tripod.com/perennial.html)
9/2



Film: “A Human Search”
9/4



The Hindu Library





Read Bhagavad Gita (Introduction & Chapters 1-18)
9/7



No Class
9/9



The World of the Vedas
9/11



Hindu Worship




First Essay Due

9/14



Hindu Wisdom
9/16



Film
9/18



Discuss Bhagavad Gita
9/21



The Life of the Buddha





Read Dhammapada (Introduction & Chapters 1-26)
9/23



The Buddhist Dharma
9/25



Monks, Kings, and Priests




Second Essay Due

9/28



No Class
9/30



The Buddhist Library
10/2



Film: “Peace is Every Step”
10/5



Discuss Dhammapa
10/7



Film: “Confucius: Words of Wisdom”





Read Tao Te Ching (Introduction & Parts I and II)
10/9



The Taoist (Daoist) Worldview
10/12



Taoist (Daoist) Practice
10/14



Discuss Tao Te Ching 
10/16



Fall Break 
10/19



Ancient Judaism





Read Torah (Preface; Genesis 12-36; Exodus; 






Deuteronomy 4-6; 10:12-22; 14:3-21; 16; 26:1-11; 27-34)

10/21



The Jewish Library
10/23



Jewish Ethics




Third Essay Due

10/26 



Jewish Time and Worship
10/28



Rabbis, Philosophers, Mystics
10/30



Film: “Jews and Buddhism”
11/2



Discuss Torah

11/4



The Life of the Christ





Read New Testament (Preface; Introduction to the 






Synoptic Gospels; Introduction to Acts of the Apostles; 





Gospel According to John 1:1-18; Romans 5:1-11; 






Philippians 2:1-11; Colossians 1:15-23; Hebrews 1:1-4; 





Revelation to John 1; Gospel According to Luke, Acts of 





the Apostles)
11/6



The Christian Library

11/9



The Christian Gospel
11/11



No Class
11/13



Christian Worship
11/16



Martyrs, Saints, Reformers
11/18



Discuss New Testament
11/20 



Field Observation Paper Due

11/23-11/27


Thanksgiving Break
11/30



The Life of Muhammad





Read Qur’an (Introduction and suras 1-5, 8, 12, 17, 19, 





21-24, 33, 37, 43, 52, 61, 62, 74-76, 78-114)
12/2



The Islamic Library
12/4



The Five Pillars
12/7



Caliphs, Imams, Converts
12/9



Film: “Rumi: The Wings of Love”
12/11



Discuss Qur’an




Reading Log Due
Final Exam 
