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Nature of the Course

This course critically investigates the life experience and worldview of Joseph Smith (1805-1844), the founding prophet of the Mormon tradition.  A native of Vermont, Smith organized the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in 1830.  Frontier persecution led to his murder and the westward migration of church members under the leadership of Brigham Young.  Today the LDS Church is a global community, boasting 13 million adherents and a phenomenal growth rate.  Joseph Smith is one of the most remarkable—and controversial—figures in American religious history.  Since the nineteenth century, Mormon believers have seen him as a modern prophet and the restorer of true Christianity.  Critics have portrayed him as everything from a “fallen prophet” to a charlatan.  Today some non-Mormon scholars categorize Smith as an unparalleled frontier religious genius.  This course will place Smith in historical and comparative perspective, examining his life and thought in light of the historic Christian tradition and the American religious experience.  Our approach will be humanistic (critical yet empathetic), and our method will be interdisciplinary. 
Goals of the Course

To introduce the student to the field of academic Mormon studies.
To introduce the student to the main episodes and experiences in Joseph Smith’s life.

To acquaint the student with the main figures, texts, events, controversies, and concerns of the early Mormon movement.

To stimulate critical study of the private and public writings of Joseph Smith.

To promote critical inquiry into the worldview of Joseph Smith and the early Mormons.

To assist the student in the improvement of his or her skills in critical thinking, reading, and writing.

To foster the student’s respect for and appreciation of religious pluralism.

Required Textbooks

Book of Mormon (Penguin Classics)

Richard L. Bushman, Joseph Smith: Rough Stone Rolling 
Terryl Givens, By the Hand of Mormon
Joseph Fielding Smith (comp.), Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith (TPJS)
Students are also required to have access to the other LDS Standard Works: Doctrine and Covenants (D&C), Pearl of Great Price, and the Bible (KJV).  These works are available online at http://www.lds.org.  Several copies of D&C and KJV Bibles are available in Magale Library.
Magale Library: On Reserve


R. Bushman, Joseph Smith and the Beginnings of Mormonism

D. Jessee, ed., The Personal Writings of Joseph Smith

T. Givens, By the Hand of Mormon

-----, The Latter-Day Saint Experience in America

-----, The Viper on the Hearth

D. Ludlow, ed., The Encyclopedia of Mormonism, 4 vols.

D. M. Quinn, Early Mormonism and the Magic World View

-----, ed., The New Mormon History

J. Shipps, Mormonism

R. Stark, The Rise of Mormonism
Other Resources

http://www.gospelink.com/

http://www.lds.org/


http://www.mormon.org/

Joseph Smith Papers (http://www.josephsmithpapers.org/)


Maxwell Institute (http://www.mi.byu.edu)

Mormon Historical Association (http://www.mhahome.org/)

Important journals: BYU Studies, Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought, The Ensign, 
FARMS Review, Journal of Book of Mormon Studies, Sunstone
Course Requirements
1. Faithful attendance.  In the case of illness or other unusual circumstances, it is your responsibility to secure class notes and relevant assignments from a fellow student.  Tardy students may not be counted as present. 
2. Informed participation.  A crucial dimension of the course is your critical engagement with primary and secondary texts.  Read materials that are assigned for each day or unit and be prepared to discuss them.  You are responsible for all assigned readings, even those not discussed in class.
3. Three Short Essays.  Each essay should be 3 pages in length (typed, double-spaced, Times New Roman, 12 pt.) and should include appropriate documentation (when necessary).  The first essay will be a critical review of Terryl Givens’ By the Hand of Mormon.  The second will examine a theme, image, or passage from the Book of Mormon.  The third essay will trace the development of a theme in TPJS (see list of page assignments below).  Electronic submissions will not be accepted.  Late papers will result in a substantial penalty on the grade (a letter grade per day late, including weekends).  
4. Research Paper.  A research proposal (2 pp. typed, in paragraph form) should explain your interest in the topic and must provide a research question, a provisional thesis, a working title, and an annotated bibliography of no less than 5 scholarly sources.  At least one source must be an article from The Encyclopedia of Mormonism, ed. Ludlow (online and on Reserve in Magale Library).  You are strongly encouraged to use Inter-Library Loan (ILL) and the Bibliography in the Penguin Classics edition of the Book of Mormon (pp. xxix-xxx).  You may write on any topic relevant to the academic study of Joseph Smith’s life and worldview and/or early Mormonism (up to 1844).  All topics must be approved by the professors.  The final paper should be 10-12 pages in length (typed, double-spaced, Times New Roman, 12 pt.) and must conform to the standards of academic writing as set forth in an accepted manual of style.  The paper should be written in standard English and must include title, text, footnotes or endnotes, and an annotated bibliography.  Late papers will result in a substantial penalty on the grade (a letter grade per day late).  Failure to submit a research paper will result in an “F” for the entire course.

5. Research Presentation.  Each student will make a 15-minute presentation of his or her research project during the last two weeks of the course.
6. Final Exam.  The final exam day and time cannot be changed.  
Grading


Attendance





05%


Participation





10%


Three Essays





10% each  

Research Paper




25%


Research Presentation




15%

Final Exam





15% 
8/25 

Introduction to the Course

8/27

Joseph Smith: Man and Myth (Bushman, Preface, Prologue, chapter 1; TPJS, pp. 342-362, 369-376; begin Givens)
9/1

Joseph Smith in American Context
9/3

Film: “American Prophet”
9/8

Film: “American Prophet”
9/10

Young Man Smith (Pearl of Great Price, Joseph Smith-History)
9/15

Joseph Smith’s First Vision (Bushman, chapter 2)
9/17

Joseph Smith’s Second Vision (Bushman, chapters 3 & 4)
9/22

Translating the Golden Plates
& Restoring the Church (Bushman, chapters 5 & 6)  
9/24

Book of Mormon (Introduction [pp. vii-xxvi] and 1 Nephi)
9/29 

Discuss Givens: First Essay Due
10/1 

Book of Mormon (2 Nephi)
10/6

Book of Mormon (Jacob, Enos, Jarom, Omni, Words of Mormon)
10/8

Book of Mormon (Mosiah), Research Paper Proposal Due
10/13 

Book of Mormon (Alma)
10/15

FALL BREAK  

10/20

Book of Mormon (Helaman, 3 Nephi)
10/22

Book of Mormon (4 Nephi, Mormon, Ether, Moroni)
10/27

Book of Mormon Authorship (Bushman, chapters 7-9)
10/29

Early Mormon Leaders (Bushman, chapters 10-12), Second Essay Due
11/3

The Saints in Kirtland, Missouri, Nauvoo (Bushman, chapters 13-16)
11/5

Revelations and the Bible (Bushman, chapters 17-20; D&C 2, 4, 6, 18, 20, 84, 107, 29, 43)
11/10

Revelations and the Bible (Bushman, chapters 21-24; D&C 76, 88 “Olive Leaf”, 89 “Word of Wisdom”, 93, 101, 104, 110, 116, 121,122)
11/12

Marriage, Family, and Temples (Bushman, chapters 25-27)
11/17

Martyrdom and Mormonism After Joseph (Bushman, chapters 28-29 & Epilogue)
11/19
 
Discuss TPJS (see page assignments on next two pages): Third Essay Due
11/24 & 26  
THANKSGIVING BREAK 
12/1

Research Papers Due
12/3

Research Presentations
12/8

Research Presentations
12/10

Research Presentations
Final Exam

TPJS Readings
1. pp. 9-12: “Comment on Revision of the Scriptures,” “The Prophet’s Views on the Vision,” “Search the Revelations of God”

2. pp. 18-22: “Important Correspondence with the Brethren in Zion,” “A Warning to Zion,” “An Epistle,” “Order for Instruction in the Church,” “Order by Which Revelation Comes”

3. pp. 23-31: “Answers to Queries to Brother Phelps’ Letter of June 4th,” “The Gift of Tongues,” “Letter to Vienna Jaques,” “Anxiety for Afflicted Saints,” “Coming of the Son of Man,” “The Prophet’s Reflections Concerning Sidney Rigdon,” “Sidney Rigdon,” “The Prophet’s Maxims” 

4. pp. 33-37: “A Letter from the Prophet Joseph Smith to the Exiled Saints in Missouri” “Zion to Suffer Affliction” “The Righteous Suffer with the Guilty” “The Value of an Inheritance” 

5. pp. 38-41: “Blessings Given to Oliver Cowdery and the Prophet’s Family,” “Blessing of Oliver Cowdery,” “The Prophet’s Blessing to His Father and Mother,” “The Prophet’s Blessing to His Brother Hyrum,” “Blessing to Samuel and William Smith”

6. pp. 47-69: “Excerpts from an Epistle of the Elders of the Church in Kirtland to Their Brethren Abroad,” “Spiritual Darkness,” “The World’s Deplorable Condition,” “The Law of Free Agency,” “Obedience to Governments Necessary,” “As Man Approaches God He Is Enlightened,” “Laws of Man Not on Parallel with Laws of Heaven,” “Thus Saith the King,” “God Speaks from Heaven,” “The Faithful to Receive Celestial Rest,” “All Governments Have Laws,” “What Is the Purpose of Existence?” “Man Departed from the Lord’s Government,” “The Law of Sacrifice,” “The Lord Spake to Abel,” “Gospel Ordinances from the Beginning,” “Not All Revelation Is in the Bible,” “Blessings for the Faithful – The Resurrection,” “The Marriage Supper,” “They Who Endure to the End” “A Crown for the Righteous,” “The Ancient Saints Obtained Promises,” “Apostates Excluded from Fellowship,” “Gift of Salvation,” “Our Acts Are Recorded”

7. pp. 83-86: “To the Elders of the Church of the Latter-day Saints,” “Righteousness to Sweep the Earth,” “The Glorious Resurrection,” “The Elect Must Be Gathered,” “The New Jerusalem”

8. pp. 89-92: “Reflections,” “The Prophet’s Remarks to the Twelve,” “Special Ordinances,” “Order in House of God Always the Same,” “Endowment Necessary” 

9. pp. 104-105: “Transmigration a Doctrine of the Devil”

10. pp. 106-107: “Vision of the Celestial Kingdom,” “Revelation,” “Vision of the Apostles”

11. pp. 119-121: “The Prophet’s Answer to Sundry Questions”

12. pp. 128-129: “A Word of Exhortation”

13. pp. 130-131, 135-136: “The Sustaining Love of God,” “The Persecution of the Saints,” “A Tried People”

14. pp. 137-138: “Beware of Pride,” “Ignorance Retards the Church”

15. pp. 148-151: “The Prophet’s Instruction on Various Doctrines,” “Doctrines of Resurrection and Election,” “The Two Comforters,” “The Second Comforter,” “The Spirit of Revelation,” “The Evangelist”

16. pp. 161-162: “Try the Spirits” “Angels Do Not Have Wings”

17. pp. 166-175: “Remarks on Priesthood,” “The Melchizedek Priesthood Holds All Authority,” “Adam the First Man,” “Ordinances Always the Same,” “Adam Received Commandments from God,” “Adam Holds the Keys of Presidency,” “Cain Cursed for Unrighteousness,” “The Mission of Enoch,” “The Doctrine of Translation,” “The Keys of Priesthood,” “Sacrifice to Be Part of Restoration,” “The Mission of Elijah,” “All Ordinances Restored,” “An Epistle of the Prophet to the Twelve,” “The Gospel In England,” “Love a Characteristic of Deity,” “A Place of Gathering”

18. pp. 187-229: “The Prophet’s Discourse on Gospel Principles,” “The Doctrine of Agency,” “The First Principles,” “The Doctrine of Election,” “Three Independent Principles,” “The Three Personages,” “The Twelve Next to the First Presidency,” “Trust in God When Sick,” “Items of Instruction: Baptism for the Dead,” “Angels and Ministering Spirits,” “Pardoning Mercy an Eternal Principle,” “Sectarian Baptism,” “Salvation for the Dead,” “Do Not Accuse the Brethren,” “Perfection of the Book of Mormon,” “Important Instructions: Value of chastisement,” “The Gift of Tongues,” “Announcement Respecting Work on the Temple,” “The Prophet’s Sermon on Life and Death; the Resurrection and the Salvation of Children,” “Do Not Procrastinate Repentance,” “Redemption of Little Children,” “Decrees Fixed and Immovable,” “Baptism and the Gift of the Holy Ghost,” “Key Words of the Priesthood,” “Difference Between the Holy Ghost and the Gift of the Holy Ghost,” “The Universal Resurrection,” “Baptisms Performed,” “Synopsis of the Prophet’s Sermon on Baptism for the Dead,” “Synopsis of the Prophet’s Remarks to the Female Relief Society,” “Try the Spirits,” “Ignorance of the Nature of Spirits,” “Discerning of Spirits by Power of Priesthood,” “The Spirit of God the Spirit of Knowledge,” “The Gift of Discernment of Spirits,” “The Gift Held by the Prophets,” “Difference Between Body and Spirit,” “Spirits Eternal” “Wicked Spirits Restricted in Power,” “False Prophets,” “Irvingites,” “All This is Wrong,” “Satan May Give Manifestations in Tongues,” “False Spirits in the Church,” “Remarks of the Prophet at the Funeral of Ephraim Marks,” “Synopsis: Reproof of all Wickedness,” “Men Are Saved Through Obedience to Knowledge,” “Baptism for the Dead,” “Justice of the Great Lawgiver,” “Christ Preached to Spirits in Prison,” “Plan of Salvation Before the World Was,” “False Doctrines in the World,” “Plans of Jehovah Just,” “What of the Fathers?” “Responsibility of the Jews,” “Saviors on Mount Zion,” “Remarks to the Relief Society: All Offices in church Honorable,” “Gifts of the Gospel,” “Aspiring Men,” “The Prophet’s Intimation of His Death,” “Corruption Not to Be Condoned,” “To Dwell with God, the Soul Must Be Pure,” “The Devil’s Power to Deceive,” “Beware of Self-Righteousness,” “Instructions Through the Priesthood,” “The Gift of Tongues”

19. pp. 239-248: “Minutes of Meeting of the Female Relief Society, at the Grove,” “The Principal of Mercy,” “Satan Retards the Human Mind,” “Men Cannot Be Compelled into Kingdom,” “The Gift of the Holy Ghost,” “Gifts of the Spirit,” “Diversity of Gifts,” “The Gift of Prophecy,” “The Church a Compact Body,” “The World Cannot Know the Gifts of the Spirit,” “The Things of God Known Only by the Spirit of God,” “The Necessity of Prayer,” “The True Use of Tongues” 

20. p. 255: “Prophecy That the Saints Would Be Driven to Rocky Mountains”

21. pp. 269-271: “What Constitutes a Prophet?” “Status of the Negro,” “Necessity of Faith,” “False Reports”

22. pp. 285-287: “A Prophecy,” “Proclamation,” “The Prophet on the Second Coming of Christ,” “On Leaving Meetings Near the Close”

23. pp. 294-299: “Remarks on the Death of Lorenzo D. Barnes,” “The Resurrection,” “The Righteous to Have Joy in the Resurrection,” “Salvation Through Knowledge,” “Salvation Is to Triumph over Enemies,” “No Salvation Without a Tabernacle,” “Calling and Election,” “The Value of Aged Men in Counsel”

24. pp. 303-306: “The Prophet’s Discourse from II Peter, First Chapter – Reproof of self-righteousness,” “The Prophet’s Characterization of Himself,” “The Secrets of Peter’s Writings,” “Things Unlawful to Utter,” “Calling and Election to Be Made Sure,” “The Devil’s Punishment” 

25. pp. 308-312: “Principles of the Gospel Never Change,” “Salvation for the Dead,” “Some Men ‘Too Wise to Be Taught,’” “Paradise,” “Baptism for the Dead Taught in New Testament,” “The World of Spirits,” “Men of God Endowed with Wisdom,” “The Doctrine of the Godhead,” “The Son Does What the Father Did”

26. pp. 335-341: “Discourses of the Prophet – Elias, Elijah, Messiah,” “Mission of Elias to Prepare the Way,” “Mission of Elijah,” “For the Living and the Dead,” “Sealing on Earth and in Heaven,” “Falling From Grace,” “Murderers Have No Forgiveness,” “Mission of Messiah,” “The Power of Truth”

27. pp. 342-362: “The King Follett Discourse: The Being and Kind of Being God Is – The Immortality of the Intelligence of Man” 
28. pp. 369-376: “Sermon by the Prophet” 
