WOMEN AND RELIGION

           

                        Professor:  Susan Brayford

REL 415S - Fall Semester 2006                                   (O) 869-5050, sbrayfor@centenary.edu

Class Syllabus                              


            (H) 798-9849  (no later than 8 PM)

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND GOALS
In this course, students will examine two interrelated issues, namely, the influences that religions have on women and the influences that women have on religions.  These influences, from prehistoric to postmodern times, are evident in texts that have been written for, about, and against women, as well as in texts written by women themselves.  Equally important in evaluating such bilateral influences are women’s accomplishments in the world.  Women have been helped and harmed by religions.  As a result, their responses to religion have ranged from complete submission to complete rejection.  

OBJECTIVES:

· Introduce students to some aspects of feminist theory to provide the tools necessary for analyzing the dual influences presented above.

· Examine the differences between the affective functions of religions on women's lives and the critical/scholarly discussions about such functions.

· Examine the impact that particular women had on their respective religious traditions.

· Assess the significance of fundamentalist aspects of religion on women’s rights/rites.

REQUIRED TEXTS

Castelli, Elizabeth A., ed.  Women, Gender, Religion: A Reader.  New York:  Palgrave, 2001.

Hawley, John S., ed.  Fundamentalism and Gender.  New York: Oxford, 1994.

Moghissi, Haideh.  Feminism and Islamic Fundamentalism: The Limits of Postmodern Analysis.  

London: Zed Books, 1999.

READINGS ON BLACKBOARD 

Bamberger, Joan.  "The Myth of Matriarchy: Why Men Rule in Primitive Society."  In 

Women, Culture, and Society, edited by Michelle Z. Rosaldo and Louise Lamphere, 263-

280.  Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1974.

Moghadam, Valentine M.  “Islamic Feminism and its Discontents: Towards a Resolution of the 

Debate.”  In Gender, Politics, and Islam, edited by Therese Saliba, Carolyn Allen, and 

Judith A. Howard, 15-52.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2002.

Ortner, Sherry B.  "Is Female to Male as Nature Is to Culture?"  In Women, Culture, and 

Society, edited by Michelle Z. Rosaldo and Louise Lamphere, 67-87.  Stanford: 

Stanford University Press, 1974.

Rosaldo, Michelle Z.  "Women, Culture, and Society: A Theoretical Overview."  In Women, 
Culture, and Society, edited by Michelle Z. Rosaldo and Louise Lamphere, 17-42. 

Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1974.

Stone, Merlin.  "When God Was a Woman."  In Womanspirit Rising: A Feminist Reader in 

Religion, edited by Carol Christ and Judith Plaskow, 120-130.  San Francisco: Harper, 

1979.

Young, Serinity, ed.  "Introduction." In An Anthology of Sacred Texts by and about Women, ix-

xxvii.  New York: Crossroad, 1994.

READINGS ON RESERVE

Meyers, Carol.  Discovering Eve: Ancient Israelite Women in Context.  New York: Oxford, 1988.

Kraemer, Ross.  Her Share of the Blessings: Women’s Religions among Pagans, Jews, and Christians in the Greco-Roman World.  New York: Oxford, 1994.

Chapters in these books will be the bases of the first oral presentation as described on the next page.  The scheduling of the presentations will be as follows:

9/7
6 Presentations to include Meyers: Chapters 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

9/12
5 Presentations to include Meyers: Chapter 7, 8; Kraemer: Chapters 1, 2-4, 5

9/14 
5 Presentations to include Kraemer: Chapters 6-7, 8-9, 10, 11, 12-13

OTHER INFORMATION

Attendance: See below.
Late Assignments:  Unless otherwise negotiated, each assignment is due on the date indicated above.  Late assignments may be penalized up to 10% per day.

Office Hours:  If you have questions and/or concerns about any of the assignments or the material presented in class, you are encouraged to discuss them with me, either during my regular office hours (as follows) or by appointment.  




Monday, Wednesday, Friday

9AM - 10AM



Tuesday, Thursday


2PM - 3PM

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING 

Grading will be based on the standard percentages of the total 200 points.

A (180-200); B (160-179); C (140-159); D (120-139); F (120 and below)

1. Preparation for and participation in each class session                                          40 Points  

The success of a seminar class depends, in part, on class discussion and interaction.  Such discussion and interaction, in turn, are enhanced by each of us completing the assigned reading and preparing written comments for class.  For each reading assignment, I expect you to be able to discuss and evaluate the author’s thesis and main points.   You will receive up to 3 participation points for each of the 14 days of general discussion.  If you do not/cannot participate in class discussion, you may submit a 1-2 page written summary and analysis of that day’s reading assignments to earn the P&P points..
                   

2.  One Research Paper (12-15 double spaced pages)                                                   50 Points
This will be the basis of your final presentation and may be on any topic, which you choose and I approve, relating to women and religion.  You must submit a 1-2 page written proposal for your paper that includes your topic and the questions you plan to raise and answer.  You should also include a working bibliography.  Your final bibliography should contain a minimum of 6 journal articles and/or essays.  The proposal is due no later than 8AM Friday, September 22; the final paper is due no later than 5PM Friday, December 1.           

           

3. Three oral presentations     





                   60 Points

· "Women in the Ancient World’s Religions" - a 10 minute/10 Point presentation in which you report on and evaluate a chapter in either Carol Meyers’ Discovering Eve or Ross Kraemer’s Her Share of the Blessings.  Assignments will be made during the first week of class.

· "I AM" - a 15 minute/20 Point presentation in which you identify yourself as a particular women religious leader, tell your "story" in its historical and theological context, and explain the significance that your religion has on your life.  You will read one biography or autobiography as the basis for your presentation.  Assignments will be made during the first several class sessions to give you ample opportunity to locate and read the selected (auto)biography.                     

· Research Project - a 20 minute/30 Point presentation based on your research project described in Item 2 above.
4.  Final Examination





  
                   25 Points
The take-home final examination (due at the beginning of the final exam period) will consist of 5 5-point essay questions that will be based on the material covered in class discussions and the oral presentations.  More details to follow. 


5. Attendance 






                              25 Points
 Each student will start the semester with 25 attendance points.  I will deduct 5 points for each unexcused absence on discussion days and 10 points for each unexcused absence on days when your colleagues give oral presentations.





        
CLASS SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS

R (Castelli Reader); H (Hawley); M (Moghissi); BB (Blackboard)

	August 22
	Introduction to the course
	

	August 24
	Perspectives
	R: Christ and Peskowitz (all), Donaldson

	August 29
	Gender and Sexuality 
	BB: Young, Ortner, Rosaldo

	August 31
	Original Matriarchy (?)
	BB: Stone, Bamberger; R: Foley

	September 5
	In the Beginning
	R: Bal, B: Bechtel; Gen 1-3

	September 7
	Presentations: Discovering Eve
	Meyers: Chapter One

6 Presenters: TBD

	September 12
	Presentations: Discovering Eve & Her Share of the Blessings
	Meyers: Epilogue; Kreamer: Chapter One

5 Presenters: TBD

	September 14
	Presentations: Her Share of the Blessings continued 
	Kreamer: Epilogue; R: D’Angelo

5 Presenters: TBD

	September 19
	Blood and Sex
	R: Jay, Steinberg

	September 21
	Fundamentalism and Gender
	H: 3-44

	September 26
	“I AM” Presentations
	4 Presenters TBD

	September 28
	“I AM” Presentations
	4 Presenters TBD

	October 3
	“I AM” Presentations
	4 Presenters TBD

	October 5
	“I AM” Presentations
	4 Presenters TBD

	October 10
	American Fundamentalism: Femininity
	R: Kintz; H: 47-62

	October 17
	Indian Islam: Shah Bano
	H: 63-78

	October 19
	Hinduism: Sati
	H: 79-110

	October 24
	Japanese New Religions: Gender
	H: 111-133

	October 26
	Fundamentalism: Objections 
	H: 137-174

	October 31
	Fundamentalism: Control of Women 
	H: 175-201

	November 2
	Islamic Feminism?
	R: Hoodfar; M: vii-48 

	November 7
	Competing Visions
	M: 78-97, 125-148; BB: Moghadam

	November 9
	Final Presentations
	3 Presenters TBD

	November 14
	Final Presentations
	3 Presenters TBD

	November 28
	Final Presentations
	3 Presenters TBD

	November 30
	Final Presentations
	3 Presenters TBD

	December 5
	Final Presentations
	3 Presenters TBD

	December 7
	Final Presentations/Evaluations
	1 Presenter TBD


BIOGRAPHIES AND AUTOBIOGRAPHIES

(with links to Amazon.com for descriptions)

Cartledgehayes, Mary.  Grace: A Memoir

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0609608347/qid%3D1060808526/sr%3D11-1/ref%3Dsr%5F11%5F1/002-6011243-4958466
Ahmed, Leila.  Border Passage: From Cairo to America - A Woman’s Journey

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0140291830/qid=1060808957/sr=2-2/ref=sr_2_2/002-6011243-4958466
Day, Dorothy.  The Long Loneliness
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0060617519/qid=1060809077/sr=2-1/ref=sr_2_1/002-6011243-4958466
Dog, Mary Crow.  Lakota Woman
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0060973897/qid=1060809127/sr=2-1/ref=sr_2_1/002-6011243-4958466
Khema, Ayya.  I Give You My Life: the Autobiography of a Western Buddhist Nun
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/1570625719/qid=1060809546/sr=1-1/ref=sr_1_1/002-6011243-4958466?v=glance&s=books
Spink, Kathryn.  Mother Teresa: A Complete Authorized Biography

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0062515535/qid=1060809698/sr=2-1/ref=sr_2_1/002-6011243-4958466
Top of Form

Bottom of Form

Ten Boom, Corrie.  The Hiding Place
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0553256696/qid=1060809765/sr=2-2/ref=sr_2_2/002-6011243-4958466
Harley, Gail M.  Emma Curtis Hopkins: Forgotten Founder of New Thought
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/0815629338/qid=1060809819/sr=1-2/ref=sr_1_2/002-6011243-4958466?v=glance&s=books
Triggs, Tony (Trans).  The Book of Margery Kempe: The Autobiography of the Madwoman of God 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/0892438258/qid=1060809968/sr=1-1/ref=sr_1_1/002-6011243-4958466?v=glance&s=books


Maddocks, Fiona.   Hildegard of Bingen: The Woman of Her Age
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/0385498675/qid=1060810042/sr=1-1/ref=sr_1_1/002-6011243-4958466?v=glance&s=books
Gill, Gillian.  Mary Baker Eddy.

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0738202274/qid=1060810085/sr=2-1/ref=sr_2_1/002-6011243-4958466
Hong, Nansook.  In the Shadow of the Moons
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/0316348163/qid=1060810133/sr=1-1/ref=sr_1_1/002-6011243-4958466?v=glance&s=books

Layton, Deborah.  Seductive Poison: A Jonestown Survivor's Story of Life and Death in the Peoples Temple
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/0385489846/qid=1060810182/sr=1-1/ref=sr_1_1/002-6011243-4958466?v=glance&s=books
Newton, John.  Susanna Wesley and the Puritan Tradition in Methodism
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/0716205629/qid=1060810525/sr=1-13/ref=sr_1_13/002-6011243-4958466?v=glance&s=books
Blumhofer, Edith.  Aimee Semple McPherson: Everybody's Sister 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/0802801552/qid=1060810711/sr=1-2/ref=sr_1_2/002-6011243-4958466?v=glance&s=books
Lundin, Roger.  Emily Dickinson and the Art of Belief
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0802821278/sr=1-4/qid=1145392988/ref=sr_1_4/002-3223686-0174410?%5Fencoding=UTF8&s=books
Long, Loretta.  The Life of Selina Campbell: A Fellow Soldier in the Cause of Restoration
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/0817310592/qid=1060810776/sr=1-1/ref=sr_1_1/002-6011243-4958466?v=glance&s=books
Brown, Karen.  Mama Lola: A Vodou Priestess in Brooklyn
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0520224752/qid=1060810922/sr=2-1/ref=sr_2_1/002-6011243-4958466
Keller, Rosemary.  For Such a Times as This: The Life, Work, and Thought of Georgia Harkness
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/0687132762/qid=1060810859/sr=1-11/ref=sr_1_11/002-6011243-4958466?v=glance&s=books
Kidd, Sue Monk.  The Dance of the Dissident Daughter : A Woman's Journey from Christian Tradition to the Sacred Feminine
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0060645881/sr=1-8/qid=1145392183/ref=sr_1_8/002-3223686-0174410?%5Fencoding=UTF8&s=books
Armstrong, Karen.  The Spiral Staircase: My Climb out of Darkness.

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0385721277/sr=1-13/qid=1145392394/ref=sr_1_13/002-3223686-0174410?%5Fencoding=UTF8&s=books
Sobel, Dava.  Galileo’s Daughter: A Historical Memoir of Science, Faith, and Love.
http://www.amazon.com/gp/search/ref=sr_pg_3/002-3223686-0174410?%5Fencoding=UTF8&rh=n%3A1000%2Cn%3A2%2Cn%3A2396%2Cn%3A2398&page=3
Taylor, Barbara.  Leaving Church: A Memoir of Faith
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0060771747/sr=1-46/qid=1145392662/ref=sr_1_46/002-3223686-0174410?%5Fencoding=UTF8&s=books
Gottschalk, Stephen.  Rolling Away the Stone: Mary Baker Eddy’s Challenge to Materialism.
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0253346738/sr=1-84/qid=1145393446/ref=sr_1_84/002-3223686-0174410?%5Fencoding=UTF8&s=books
The Letters of Abelard and Heloise
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0140448993/sr=1-87/qid=1145393609/ref=sr_1_87/002-3223686-0174410?%5Fencoding=UTF8&s=books
O’Reilly, Mary Rose.  The Barn at the End of the World: The Apprenticeship of a Quaker, Buddhist Shepherd.

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1571312544/ref=pd_cp_title/002-3223686-0174410?%5Fencoding=UTF8&v=glance&n=283155
Chittister, Joan.  Called to Question: A Spiritual Memoir
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1580511430/sr=1-161/qid=1145394210/ref=sr_1_161/002-3223686-0174410?%5Fencoding=UTF8&s=books
Nomani, Asra.  Standing Alone in Mecca: An American Woman’s Struggle for the Soul of Islam
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0060571446/sr=1-168/qid=1145394210/ref=sr_1_168/002-3223686-0174410?%5Fencoding=UTF8&s=books
Solomon, Dorothy.  Daughter of the Saints: Growing Up in Polagamy
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0393325776/sr=1-191/qid=1145394954/ref=sr_1_191/002-3223686-0174410?%5Fencoding=UTF8&s=books
Painter, Nell.  Sojourner Truth: A Life, a Symbol
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0393317080/ref=pd_cp_title/002-3223686-0174410?%5Fencoding=UTF8&v=glance&n=283155
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