Studio Art and Arts Management
centenary.edu/art

Optimize your opportunities for a successful career
in the arts
Why major in studio art and arts management
at Centenary?
The Art and Visual Culture Department nurtures and values creativity while
providing sound training in art analysis, art history, and technical skills for a wide

Contact Info
Jessica Hawkins, Chair
318.841.7273
jhawkins@centenary.edu

variety of media. The major consists of two concentrations:
The Studio Art concentration fuses art criticism and theory with studio

Selected Course Offerings

production. Instead of segregating skills into lower level classes and concepts into

• Drawing & 2D Media

higher level classes, students practice the marriage of the two from the beginning.

• Conceptual Interdisciplinary Studio

New skills — and the refinement of those skills — are taught within the context of

• Digital Photography

overarching conceptual themes like Time, Identity, Place, and Science, through the

• Graphic Design

study of a diverse range of historical and contemporary artists who produce(d)

• Filmmaking

related work.

• Modern to Contemporary Art

The Arts Management concentration acknowledges that an array of occupations

• Controversy & Crisis in Visual Culture

need art-focused, business-savvy people from a liberal arts background who
bring creative thinking and cultural awareness to the table–including museums,
architecture firms, municipal public art departments, urban planning firms, tech

Degrees Offered

start-ups, and more. The Arts Management concentration equips students with

• B .A. Art

skills in communication, marketing, and business administration, while still offering

• Pre-Professional Program:

the art history and museum curatorial experiences for students wishing to pursue

-M
 useum Management

related graduate studies.

Unique Opportunities
• All studio art students have a solo exhibit before graduation - something rarely
seen on undergraduate résumés.
• Centenary’s art faculty is comprised of professional artists, designers, and art
historians who present their work both regionally and nationally.
• Excellent opportunities to work in the arts abound while attending Centenary,
enabling students to earn course credit and money through art production for
films, apprenticeships, local galleries, and museums.
• Small classes, usually with ten or fewer students, give students unparalleled
access to professional artists and state-of-the-art, industry-standard equipment.
• Students gain invaluable experience working with our on-campus nationally
accredited Meadows Museum, preparing them for graduate programs in arts
administration, careers at private galleries or auction houses, and museum work
ranging from exhibition design to education.

Beyond Graduation
Centenary art alumni have gone
on to the Art Institute of Chicago,
Pratt, RISD, Sotheby’s-London, Texas
Christian University, Metropolitan
Museum of Art, Louisiana Children’s
Museum, Amon Carter Museum, Terra
Foundation of American Art, and more.

Biology/Neuroscience
centenary.edu/biology

Satisfy your curiosity about complex living systems
Why major in Biology or Neuroscience at Centenary?

Contact Info

Centenary’s Biology Department offers courses and degrees in biology,
biochemistry, and neuroscience. Classroom and laboratory experiences are
designed to give students a broad biological background, while off-campus
research and internship opportunities help students prepare for professional and
graduate programs.

Dr. Rebecca Murphy, Chair
318.869.5212

Centenary has a particularly strong curriculum for students interested in healthrelated fields, including traditional pre-medical, pre-dental, and pre-veterinary
curriculum. The department is also involved in an interdisciplinary environmental
science program with several other science departments, so students interested
in ecology and organismal biology will find opportunities for study in those fields.

Unique Opportunities
Every neuroscience major who completes an independent research project
may apply for funding to present his or her work at the annual Society for
Neuroscience (SfN) annual meeting. This international meeting represents the
premier venue for neuroscience work and typically attracts more than 30,000
neuroscientists each year.
The Biology Department maintains the Dr. Ed Leuck Academic Arboretum,
located in the heart of campus. The arboretum is home to more than 300 species
of plant life.

rmurphy2@centenary.edu

Selected Course Offerings
• Advanced Cell
• Bioethics
• Immunology
• Medical Terminology
• Microbiology
• Molecular Genetics
• Evolution
• Advanced Neuroscience

Degrees Offered
• B.S. Biochemistry
• B.S. Biology
• B.A. Biology
• B.S. Neuroscience
• Pre-Professional Programs:
- Pre-Med

Each year, Centenary neuroscience students participate in Brain Awareness Week
— teaching neuroscience lessons to area elementary and high school students.
The Centenary Biology Department is well stocked with cutting-edge equipment
used by students and faculty, including a ChemiDoc XRS imaging system for
gel electrophoresis, a NanoDrop 2000 for DNA and protein quantification used
in molecular analysis, and multiple ADInstruments Data Acquisition Systems to
permit analysis of heart, brain, lung, and muscle electrical activity.

-A
 llied Health Track

Beyond Graduation
The Biology Department has a rich
tradition in training students for healthrelated professions and boasts a 93
percent acceptance rate to medical
school, 100 percent acceptance rate to
dental school, 100 percent veterinary
school, and an 80 percent acceptance
rate to physical therapy school over the
past eight years.

Chemistry/Biochemistry
centenary.edu/chemistry

Understanding properties of matter from underlying particles

Why major in Chemistry or Biochemistry at Centenary?

Contact Info

Access to highly skilled and supportive faculty, state-of-the-art instrumentation,
undergraduate research opportunities, and an active chemistry club are just a
few of the many advantages awaiting students. Centenary’s American Chemical
Society-accredited program engages students in learning both the fundamentals
and cutting edge areas of chemistry through discovery-based teaching methods.
The program also enables students to build strong professional skills in scientific
writing, oral communication, problem solving and chemical safety practices.
Because learning chemistry can be challenging, department faculty support
students through faculty-led help sessions and generous office hours. As a result,
the percentage of Centenary students who complete degrees in chemistry is
more than twice the national average. Centenary graduates enjoy great success in
gaining admission to graduate and professional schools or in pursuing careers in
chemical industry right out of college.

Dr. Joshua Lawrence
jlawrenc@centenary.edu

Biochemistry explores the molecular basis of biological questions; as such, it is an
interdisciplinary program that draws upon coursework and instrumentation from
both the Biology and Chemistry Departments. A spirit of communication and
cooperation between these two departments has enabled the College to build
a strong and coherent curriculum which attracts both biology and biochemistry
majors alike. The accomplishments of Centenary biochemistry graduates mirror the
successes of our chemistry majors.

• Organic Chemistry
• Analytical Chemistry
• Biochemistry I and II
• Physical Chemistry
• Advanced Inorganic Chemistry
• Instrumental Analysis
• Chemical Literature and Information
Retrieval

Unique Opportunities
Chemistry and biochemistry students at Centenary enjoy a wide range of
opportunities to participate in research both on campus and at other sites. The
nearby Louisiana State University Health-Shreveport employs many Centenary
students in its laboratories, providing valuable research experience and a source of
additional income. Centenary students travel with faculty to national conferences
each year to present their research findings.
A unique aspect of the Centenary experience is that students have direct access
to and individualized training on equipment throughout college beginning in the
first year of study. The Centenary Chemistry Department is well-stocked with
cutting edge instruments, including a high field Nuclear Magnetic Resonance
Spectrometer, a Gas Chromatograph Mass Spectrometer, and a Scanning
Electron Microscope.
Through the award-winning Chemistry Club, students have the opportunity to
participate in outreach activities on campus and in the local community. Chemistry
students facilitate hands-on activities at local venues during National Chemistry
Week every year. Students also have the opportunity to share a meal with other
students at the homes of chemistry faculty at least once each semester.

Dr. Ruipu Mu
rmu@centenary.edu
Dr. Thomas Ticich, Chair
tticich@centenary.edu
Dr. Kathrine Weeks,
Biochemistry advisor
kweeks2@centenary.edu

Selected Course Offerings

Degrees Offered
• B.S. Chemistry certified by ACS
• B.S. Chemistry
• B.S. Biochemistry

Beyond Graduation
A degree in chemistry or biochemistry
offers many career opportunities:
• Professional Fields (medical and
pharmacy school)
• Graduate School (chemistry,
biochemistry and related areas)
• Employment in Chemical Industry
and in Federal, State and Local
Government Agencies

Communication Arts
centenary.edu/comm

Investigate written, visual, and interactive communication
Why major in Communication Arts at Centenary?

Contact Info

The communication curriculum is interdisciplinary, varied, and flexible.
Reflecting an educational philosophy grounded in the liberal arts, Centenary’s
Communication Program focuses on developing higher order thinking skills in
order to promote critical and strategic decision-making in the support of active
problem solving. Communication students engage real clients in design projects,
create documentaries to compete in film festivals, and gain experience from
internships in their desired fields.

Dr. Michelle Glaros, Chair
318.869.5264
mglaros@centenary.edu

Communication students pursue one of three rich concentrations of study that
overlap in key areas to competitively prepare students to actively and productively
engage in innovative careers while simultaneously improving the communities in
which they live and work.

Unique Opportunities
Communication students at Centenary College are privileged to have ample access
to state-of-the-art resources. All communication majors train across computer
platforms and have round-the-clock access to two high-end computer labs. In
addition, the Robinson Film Center and minicine?, two local independent film
exhibitors, serve as extended classrooms and learning laboratories.
Communication students are required to complete at least one professional
internship. Many communication students intern with local and regional film
production crews and film festivals. Students are also engaged as interns with
Shreveport’s advertising and design agencies, television and radio stations, daily
newspapers, weekly magazines, and public relations firms. Each year since 2012,
Centenary design students have been recognized for their advertising design work,
winning gold, silver, and bronze ADDY Awards.
At Centenary, student media are entirely student-managed. Independent media
are available as learning laboratories: KSCL 91.3, The Centenary Film Society, and
The Conglomerate (newspaper).

Selected Course Offerings
• Creative Writing
• Digital Rhetoric and Culture
• Literary Journalism
• Web Design
• Radio Broadcasting
• Fiction Film
• Documentary Film
• Advertising and Public Relations
• Design Communication
• Media Campaign

Degrees Offered
• B.A. in Communication
• Concentrations
- Professional Writing
- Film/Television/Video
- New Media Design

Beyond Graduation
Ammiee Brown ’17
Account Coordinator
Romph & Pou Integrated Marketing
Aly Velasquez ’17
Marketing Associate
Shreveport-Bossier’s Convention
and Tourist Bureau
Laurie Priftis ’16
Digital Media Specialist
Williams Creative Group

Education
centenary.edu/education

Be the Change. Teach.
Why major in Education?

Selected Course Offerings

Teaching is both a science and an art. At its core, the study of education is

• EDUC 225: Education in a Diverse

interdisciplinary, always intertwining the mastery of content knowledge with the
practice of pedagogy. The Department of Education offers distinctive programs that
effectively prepare students to teach in elementary and secondary schools as well
as other education-related careers. Programs within the Department of Education
provide students with opportunities to extend their liberal arts learning through inquiry
into theory, the science of human learning, and applied teaching research.

Society
• EDUC 302: Diversity and Social
Justice in Education
• EDUC 307: Teaching Children with
Special Needs
• EDUC 335: Research and Methods
in Reading and Language Arts
Instruction

Unique Opportunities

• EDUC 348: Integrative Learning and
Teaching: Mathematics and Science

Classes are small and allow for a great deal of interaction between the professors
and the candidates. In addition, candidates are provided field experiences in K-12
classrooms through their program coursework, ensuring students are well-prepared to
enter the field of education. Areas of concentration - including “Community and Social
Justice” and “Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM)” - are unique
to Centenary College and provide students with knowledge and experiences related to
education that are sought after today.

Degrees Offered
• Bachelor of Arts in Elementary
Education (grades 1-5)
• Bachelor of Science in Elementary
Education (grades 1-5)
• Bachelor of Arts in Vocal Music
Education (grades K-12)

Certifications to Teach

• Secondary Education (grades 6-12)
with certification in Biology, Business,

Students who complete a major or minor in Education and meet state requirements
are certified to teach in Louisiana. The State of Louisiana enjoys certification reciprocity
with most other states.

Chemistry, Earth Science, English,
French, Mathematics
• Master of Arts in Teaching (M.A.T.)
Elementary Education (grades 1-5)
• Master of Arts in Teaching (M.A.T.)

OUR FACULTY

Choral Music (grades K-12)
Dr. Amy Hammond

Dr. Dominic Salinas

Interim Chair and Associate

Instructor of Education

Professor of Psychology

dsalinas@centenary.edu

ahammond@centenary.edu

• Master of Arts in Teaching (M.A.T.),
Secondary Education (grades 6-12)
with certification in Biology, Business,
Chemistry, English, French, General

Dr. Sharon Little

Science, Mathematics, Physics, Social

Dr. Karen Soul

Assistant Professor of Education

Studies, Spanish

Professor of Education

and Associate Chair of the

ksoul@centenary.edu

Education Department

Dr. Michael Hicks

Beyond Graduation

slittle@centenary.edu

• Kate Ferguson ’07

Assistant Professor of Education

Dr. Barzana White

mhicks@centenary.edu

Instructor of Education
bwhite@centenary.edu

2018 Louisiana Middle School
Teacher of the Year
• Rebecca Vacha ’19
Louisiana Future Educator Honor Roll

English
centenary.edu/english

Delve into the nuances of prose and poetry
Why major in English at Centenary?

Contact Info

The English Department provides students with instruction to sharpen their
skills in rhetoric and textual communication, in literary analysis, and critical
appreciation. For its majors, the department offers a traditional course of study in
British and American literature, augmented by courses in critical theory, creative
and professional writing, and film and cultural studies. Our majors graduate
prepared for graduate studies and for careers in academe, print media, law,
business and other professions where analytical and communication skills are
important.

Dr. Jeff Hendricks, Chair
318.869.5086

All English courses at Centenary emphasize critical inquiry, thinking, reading,
writing, and speaking, and regularly take up questions of historical socio-cultural
relevance. In particular, courses in Cultural Studies and Critical Theory engage
these questions directly as they relate to the study of literature and cultures of the
past and present (and the future if we include science fiction).
Centenary’s English faculty is made up of active scholars whose research interests
and publications inform a range of course offerings, from traditional literary
surveys to more specialized courses such as Science Fiction, Shakespeare and
Film, Literary Journalism, and Digital Rhetoric and Cultures.

Unique Opportunities
Each month students can see their professors in action at the Wednesday
Colloquium, where a faculty member presents original research or creative pieces.
The Corrington Award for Literary Excellence provides another co-curricular
opportunity to celebrate literary expression.
Students interested in writing professionally are provided with various creative
endeavors and can become vital members of Centenary student media: KSCL
91.3, The Centenary Film Society, or The Conglomerate (newspaper).
The Centenary English faculty have diverse educational backgrounds and
professional interests from Homer to Toni Morrison, Shakespeare to Jack London,
genre studies to creative writing to cultural criticism.

jhendric@centenary.edu

Selected Course Offerings
• Creative Writing
• Digital Rhetoric and Cultures
• Multimedia Writing and Literature
• Literature and Environment
• Literary Journalism
• The Lyric in English
• Radio Broadcasting
• Writing for the Mass Media
• Theory and Criticism of Film

Degrees Offered
• B.A. English
• Concentrations
- Literary Studies
- Creative Writing
- Film and Cultural Studies

Beyond Graduation
English alumni attend graduate and
professional schools in the humanities,
business, law, and any other area for
which liberal education and language
competency are important requisites.
Among department alumni are
teachers, nurses, doctors, social
workers, public servants, and
government officials. Others have
chosen exciting adventures abroad
through the Peace Corps, Teach for
America, or AmeriCorps.

Frost School of Business
centenary.edu/frost

Effectively lead change in a business environment
Why study business at Centenary?

Contact Info

The Frost School of Business at Centenary College offers students a quality
education, unique learning experiences, and personalized access to highly qualified
faculty. Undergraduate degree options in accounting, business administration, and
economics, as well as the Executive MBA, prepare students for successful careers
and meaningful lives after graduation.

Dr. Barbara Davis, Accounting
318.869.5153
bdavis@centenary.edu
centenary.edu/accounting

The Frost School’s overall emphasis is to meld the rich tradition of a liberal arts
education with cutting-edge preparation in all facets of business. The Frost School
of Business develops business leaders who thrive in their chosen professions and
who are ready to face the challenges of tomorrow.
Students benefit from:
• Small class sizes that promote student and faculty interaction.
• Faculty who know students personally and professionally.
• Faculty who are dedicated and committed to student success.
• Faculty who work one-on-one with students in advising, guiding research,
projects, and internships.

Unique Opportunities
The Frost School of Business offers students the opportunity to learn practical
skills needed for successful careers. Programs like internships, the Student
Managed Investment Fund, and the CentTank Business Plan Pitch Competition
provide students with hands-on business experience before they graduate.

Dr. Kyle Ristig, Business
Administration
318.869.5183
kristig@centenary.edu
centenary.edu/businessadmin
Dr. David Hoaas, Economics
318.869.5148
dhoaas@centenary.edu
centenary.edu/economics

Degrees Offered
• B.S. in Business Administration
• B.S. in Accounting
• B.A. in Economics
• MBA

Business Concentrations
• Commerce
• Economic Policy
• Energy Business
• International Business
• Investments
• Leadership
• Operations Analysis

Geology
centenary.edu/geology

Develop an appreciation for the environment around us
Why major in Geology at Centenary?

Contact Info

Shreveport is the hub of the Ark-La-Tex, one of the country’s historic oil and

Dr. David Bieler, Chair

gas regions. Centenary has long played a role in providing geologists for both

318.869.5234

the local petroleum industry and large national and international corporations.

dbieler@centenary.edu

In recent years, the reputation of our geology program has enabled students to
enter emerging fields in environmental geology, computer mapping, and related
areas of public policy and law.
The Bachelor of Arts degree provides a solid foundation in the earth sciences for
students not interested in being a professional geologist. Careers for which the
B.A. degree might be appropriate are secondary education, environmental law,
earth science related marketing, regional and urban planning, and even some
types of outdoor recreation such as park service work. The Bachelor of Science
degree gives a comprehensive introduction to geology for those students who
want to pursue careers in geology.

Dr. Scott Vetter
318.869.5055
svetter@centenary.edu

Selected Course Offerings
• The Dynamic Earth
• Atmosphere, Climate, and the
Earth’s Surface
• Earth History
• Mineralogy

Unique Opportunities

• Introduction to Oceanography
• Petrology

In addition to taking the core courses, students have the opportunity to elect
additional class work in environmental geology and hydrology, geochemistry
and natural resources, and computer mapping and Geographic Information
Systems (GIS).
Our faculty members have worked in many different parts of the country and the

Degrees Offered
• B .A. Geology
• B .S. Geology

world, including Great Britain, South America, and the Middle East.
Active research by department members includes studies of environmental

Beyond Graduation

recovery of old oil fields in the Ark-La-Tex, volcanic rocks of the Snake River Plain

For most people wanting to be

in Idaho, the geochemistry of basaltic rocks, the geology of the Appalachians, and

professional geologists, it is necessary

the impact of human use on the Colorado River and its tributaries.

to earn the master’s degree. Recent
graduates have completed graduate

Environment and Society Minor
The Environment and Society minor is an interdisciplinary program designed to
help students think critically about the various connections between people and
the environments in which they live. The program can be combined with any of
Centenary’s majors to provide perspectives about the environment that extend a
student’s work in a discipline.

degrees at the University of Texas, the
University of Arkansas, Washington
State University, and Auburn University.
Our graduates are working with
independent petroleum companies
(both large and small) and
various environmental firms and
governmental agencies.

History & Political Science
centenary.edu/history

Investigate political dynamics and the history that
contextualizes our world’s present and future
Why major in History or Political Science?

Selected Course Offerings

The Department of History and Political Science is designed to make an essential

• Great Britain and the British Empire

contribution to a liberal arts education. Students pursuing degrees in either

• Women, War, and Peace

history or political science will gain a comprehensive and integrated knowledge
of history, the training necessary for more advanced study in history and political
science, and the practical knowledge of historical and political developments.
These are all essential parts of preparing students who expect to enter the
professions of law, government service, politics, education, and business.

Unique Opportunities

• Global Politics
• Southern History
• Presidency and Congress
• Constitutional Law and Politics
• 20th Century U.S. History
• Paths Not Taken

Degrees Offered

• Work with faculty conducting nationally-recognized research

• B .A. History

• Complete internships targeted to your career path in political science (elected

• B .A. Political Science

officials, government agencies, campaigns) or history (public history,
museums, archives)
• Study international relations abroad, or learn more about American politics
through the Washington Semester program
• Participate in moot court, Model Arab League, and other interactive
learning experiences

Beyond Graduation
• Brooke Bahlinger ’15
Top 5% of class at LSU Law School
• Laura Deen ’15
Senior Communications Associate

• Minor in Legal Studies

at the Foundation for the Defense of
Democracies in Washington, DC
• Jamillia Stevenson ’15

OUR FACULTY

Completed J.D. at Southern

Dr. Chad Fulwider

Dr. Amanda Donahoe

Chair, Associate Professor

Assistant Professor of

of History

Political Science

cfulwider@centenary.edu

adonahoe@centenary.edu

318.869.5166

318.869.5186

Dr. Sam Shepherd

Dr. Mark Leeper

Professor emeritus

Assistant Professor of

sshepher@centenary.edu

Political Science

Dr. Zach Lechner
Asst. Professor of History
zlechner@centenary.edu

mleeper@centenary.edu
318.869.5180
@profleeper

University Law Center in 2018
• Yesina Vargas ’15
M.A. in Political Science from
University of Southern California
• Gemma Zuniga ’15
Baylor Law School
• Garret Wick ’16
LSU Law School
• Jamie Wright ’16
M.A. in Political Science from
University of West Florida, now
pursuing a Ph.D. at the University
of Houston
• Donovan Stone ’17
Duke School of Law

Hurley School of Music
centenary.edu/music

Musical training infused with a rigorous liberal arts curriculum
Why major in Music at Centenary?

Contact Info

The Hurley School of Music provides the highest quality training and development
of music students in the context of a liberal arts college. Embracing the college’s
liberal arts philosophy, the School of Music guides young musicians in either
general studies in the B.A. in music degree or more intensive programs of
specialization through concentrations within the B.A. in music degree.

Dr. Cory D. Wikan, Acting Dean
318.869.5235
cwikan@centenary.edu

Hurley provides opportunities for all segments of the College and the community
to experience the art of music through class offerings, applied music study,
ensemble participation, and the presentation of concerts. The Hurley School of
Music has been accredited by the National Association of Schools of Music
since 1934.
Hurley also offers a B.A. in Vocal Music Education with K-12 certification.

Selected Course Offerings
• Vocal Pedagogy
• Voice Class
• Film Music
• Music Technology
• Sacred Music
• Music Education
• Extensive Conducting Courses

Ensembles
Unique Opportunities
All students study with faculty members with strong performance careers. Music
majors do not study with graduate assistants.
In an all-undergraduate environment, music majors have a myriad of performance
opportunities, whether it be principal roles in operas or musicals, solo opportunities
with choir, orchestra, or wind ensemble, or conducting ensembles. Students leave
Centenary with quality experiences that prepare them for exciting musical careers
or graduate study.

• Camerata
• Centenary College Choir
• Singers’ Workshop
• Hurley Orchestra
• Brass Ensemble
• Percussion Ensemble
• Wind Ensemble

Degrees Offered
• B.A. in Music

Centenary’s choral program is particularly strong, with two renowned choirs:
The Centenary College Choir, founded in 1941, which tours internationally every
two years and has sung at such places as the Sydney Opera House and the White
House; and Camerata, founded in 1983, which was invited to sing at the National
Collegiate Choral Organization conference at Yale in 2009 and the national
convention of the American Choral Directors Association in Chicago in 2011.
Students who choose to concentrate in composition study with faculty who
currently work in the field, composing for professional orchestras, acclaimed choral
groups, and the film industry.
Instrumental students study with members of the Shreveport Symphony Orchestra
and can participate in the Hurley Orchestra, Wind Ensemble, or chamber groups.

Concentrations in:
- Performance

- Composition

- Choral Music
- Sacred Music
• B .A. in Vocal Music Education (K-12)

Beyond Graduation
Our alumni include professional opera,
music theatre, and concert singers
who perform all over the world;
stage directors; composers of film,
television, and classical art music;
church musicians; choral conductors;
music educators; and concert and
collaborative pianists working in the
professional music sector.

Mathematics
centenary.edu/math

Hone your analytical and problem-solving skills
Why major in Mathematics at Centenary?

Contact Info

The Mathematics Department aims to contribute to the student’s liberal education
by showing the role mathematics has played and is playing in the development of
civilization and by giving him or her the opportunity to appreciate mathematics
for its own esthetic qualities.

Dr. David Thomas, Chair
318.869.5035 • thomas@centenary.edu

Our students receive fundamental training in the natural sciences and engineering
as well as the social and behavioral sciences. The mathematics curriculum is
planned so that a student majoring in the field may follow any one of a number
of avenues after graduation, including the teaching profession, industry,
computational mathematics, actuarial work, or a combination of mathematics with
other scientific training.

Dr. James Reid
318.869.5194 • jreid@centenary.edu

Centenary’s Mathematics Department courses are designed to allow for
inquiry-based learning, where the students, with faculty guidance, are responsible
for developing their own understanding of mathematical concepts.

Unique Opportunities
Many Mathematics students work as interns for software development companies
like Moonbot Studios and Twin Engine Labs.
Students explore topics like knot theory, biostatistics, robotics, and evolutionary
programming, conduct research, and participate in National Science Foundation
(NSF) Research Experiences for Undergrates at other institutions as well as
Centenary.
All classrooms are equipped with technology, including document cameras
for presenting student work, projection devices for multimedia, and wireless
projection capabilities for laptops.
Mathematics students participate, present, and compete in the local, regional,
national, and global community: Mathematical Association of America, Trinity
College Home Robot Fire Fighting Competition, ACM Regional Programming
Contest, Consortium for Computing Sciences in Colleges, and the International
Mathematical Contest in Modeling.

Dr. Katherine Brandl
318.869.5205 • kbrandl@centenary.edu

Selected Course Offerings
• Differential Equations
• Linear Algebra
• Multivariable Calculus
• Seminar in Mathematical Investigation
• Transition to Advanced Concepts
• Numerical Analysis
• Calculus for Business and Economics

Degrees Offered
• B .S. Mathematics
Concentrations:
- Theoretical Mathematics
- Computational Mathematics
• B.A. Mathematics

Beyond Graduation
Mathematics alumni take various
exciting paths within the field:
• Graduate school in math, statistics,
physics, and operations research
• Medical school
• Actuarial work
• Oil and gas industry
• Programming
• Developing phone apps
and video gaming
• Finance

Minors

Centenary offers a minor in every academic program except Biochemistry. In
addition, Centenary offers several unique stand-alone minors.

Computer Science
The Department of Mathematics offers a minor in computer
science focused on the central principles of problem solving
and algorithms as they are applied to diverse fields such as
bioinformatics, artificial intelligence, databases, security, and
computational mathematics. Courses in computer science
will provide valuable programming experience relevant to
many scientific endeavors, and the minor can be individually
tailored to complement majors in mathematics, biology,
neuroscience, business, and economics.
Students have the opportunity to work on a wide variety
of independent projects: creating a fire-fighting robot,
programming Android applications, and investigating galaxy
collisions.
Sample Courses: Explorations in Agent-Based Modeling,
Bioinformatics, Database Management, Artificial Intelligence,
Cryptology and Security
Contact: James Reid • jreid@centenary.edu

Environment and Society
A minor in environment and society allows students to
approach the global concern of sustainability from a
variety of disciplinary perspectives and to integrate these
perspectives into a minor area of study. This minor will better
prepare students as global citizens in a challenging world and
for the world of work (whether one enters public service or
the private-sector) that is seeking individuals who can think
in integrated and systemic ways about large and complex
challenges like sustainability.
Sample Courses: Interdisciplinary Studies, Sustainability
Projects Lab, Environment Topics, Independent Study
Contact: David Bieler • dbieler@centenary.edu
Jeanne Hamming • jhamming@centenary.edu

Legal Studies
The legal studies minor is an interdisciplinary course of study
that allows students to examine the role and development
of law from different perspectives within a liberal arts
curriculum. Students are exposed to a range of courses
that strengthen their critical thinking and communication
skills, hone their ability to interpret and apply case law, and
understand the role and effect of law within various societal
contexts. The curriculum is designed to put the student in
an optimal position to prepare for the LSAT and facilitate a
successful transition into law school.

Sample Courses: Constitutional Law and American Politics,
Religion and Law, American Social and Intellectual History
Contact: Mark Leeper • mleeper@centenary.edu

Gender Studies
The gender studies minor is an interdisciplinary program
designed to help students think critically about the complex
relationship between gender and sexuality and the diverse
facets of everyday life.
Students undertaking this minor examine how gender and
sexual ideologies, practices, and politics impact their own
lives, intimate and family relationships, art and literature, the
creation of knowledge, and economic opportunities as well as
large scale social institutions like education, government, and
religion.
Sample Courses: Special Topics in Gender Studies, Research
in Gender Studies
Contact: Michelle Wolkomir • mwolkomi@centenary.edu

Physics
Physics is the study of nature at its deepest level—matter
and its interactions. Introductory courses provide students a
foundation in classical and modern physics, and senior level
courses offer the physics minor an advanced insight into
the world of physics. The department emphasizes a relaxed
atmosphere of free exchange between students
and professors.
The department has as one of its most important goals to
make physics fun for everyone. The department also annually
sponsors an Egg Drop Contest and a Physics and
Chemistry Circus.
Sample Courses: Conceptual Physics, Modern Physics in
Biology, Electricity and Magnetism, Thermal and
Statistical Mechanics
Contact: David Bieler • dbieler@centenary.edu

Spanish
The Spanish minor at Centenary is designed to provide
students with knowledge of languages and cultures,
which will be useful to them practically, intellectually, and
professionally. The minor equips the student with the
ability to understand, speak, read, and write Spanish. The
department aims to make the learning of languages as
authentic and effective as possible.
Contact: Maureen Murov • mmurov@centenary.edu

Philosophy
centenary.edu/philosophy

Challenge and critique societal norms and ideologies
Why major in Philosophy at Centenary?

Contact Info

Since Socrates, philosophers have earned the reputation of questioning what
others take for granted in art, morality, politics, religion, and science. Philosophers
raise the questions that overthrow old ways of thinking and bring new life to
stagnant traditions. At Centenary, the philosophy major is designed to help
students learn to think for themselves and critically evaluate their beliefs and
values, thereby enabling them to shape their own path in the world.

Dr. Chris Ciocchetti, Chair
318.734.9015

Centenary’s Philosophy Department brings the intellectual skills and rigor of the
philosophical tradition to bear on the most important issues of the day, from
abortion and animal rights to what we can know about the existence of God.
The department offers an active community with individualized support to help
students grow.
Philosophy majors make a difference in their community by advocating for
research on neglected diseases, performing with their band, or teaching students
in Quinto, Ecuador. Philosophy prepares students to create their own path and
find meaningful, fulfilling work in their home community or the other side of
the world.

Unique Opportunities
At Centenary, philosophy courses integrate student interests. The department
has created courses on animal minds, bioethics, existentialism, and the meaning
of life at the request of interested students. The department regularly conducts
independent studies with majors, allowing them to dive deeper into the issues that
interest them.
The Philosophy Department does not confine its work to the classroom.
The department is engaged in the community thinking about how to bring
healthcare to the uninsured by working with the Martin Luther King Health
Center and Pharmacy, confronting racism by hosting the YWCA’s Dialogue on
Race, and building community across religious differences through the Beliefs
and Values project.

cciocchetti@centenary.edu

Selected Course Offerings
• Moral Problems
• Plato and Aristotle
• Ethics
• Bioethics
• The Enlightenment

Degrees Offered
• B.A. Philosophy

Beyond Graduation
Employers want to hire philosophy
majors because they have learned
to think about problems differently.
Centenary graduates are currently
working on education policy in Texas,
disability rights in Washington, DC, and
travel writing in Kyrgyzstan and China.
They are lawyers and accountants
representing clients in Louisiana, Texas,
and Florida. Some work independently,
and others work for prestigious
national firms.

Pre-Professional Programs

Pre-Law

Christian Leadership Center

Centenary’s pre-law program has an excellent placement
record, with 80% of students who applied to law school
gaining acceptance over the past five years. Over the past
four years, the average LSAT score of Centenary graduates
exceeds the national average.

In the midst of 21st century challenges, the CLC’s community
education program offers opportunities that address ways
individuals and communities live a meaningful life through a
perspective of faith in a world with finite natural resources,
expanding circles, and a global economy. Through an
intensive voluntary program, the CLC supports students who
want to explore topics related to the Christian vocation and
professional ministry. Graduating seniors who complete three
years of the program receive certifications recognized by
many regional faith communities.
Contact: Lindy Broderick • lbroderick@centenary.edu

Law classes at Centenary focus on case reading and legal
research to prepare prospective law school students for their
first year in law school. Moot court opportunities provide
students with the experience of arguing a case in front of a
federal judge.
Contact: Mark Leeper • mleeper@centenary.edu

Pre-Med
Over the past five years, Centenary’s pre-med program has
a 93% medical school acceptance rate! Centenary’s premedicine program has a long and distinguished history,
beginning with the work of Dr. Mary Warters in 1927.
Not merely limited to preparation for medical schools per
se, pre-medicine programs may also be tailored to meet the
needs of students interested in a variety of medical fields
including dentistry, podiatry, genetic counseling, optometry,
biomedical research, and even veterinary medicine.
Centenary’s science courses are rigorous and require the
development of advanced reasoning skills. In addition, there
is ample opportunity to participate in clinical or biomedical
research through summer programs with Centenary’s faculty
or through LSU Health Shreveport.
Contact: Scott Chirhart • schirhar@centenary.edu

Allied Health Track
In addition to pre-medicine areas of study, Centenary
offers a number of programs designed to allow students to
pursue preparatory courses for graduate study in the allied
health fields including:
• Health Administration
• Medical Technology
• Occupational Technology
• Pharmacy
• Physical Therapy
• Physician Assistant
Contact: Scott Chirhart • schirhar@centenary.edu

Museum Management
Centenary’s Museum Management Program prepares
students for graduate programs in arts administration,
careers at private galleries or auction houses, and museum
work ranging from exhibition design to education. Students
enrolled in the program forge connections through handson internships at local museums, including the nationally
accredited Meadows Museum of Art on our campus.
Museum Management students receive hands-on training in
how to handle, conserve, research, exhibit, and write about
museum objects, all tasks involved in a professional
museum career.
Contact: Lisa Nicoletti • lnicolet@centenary.edu

Business/Foreign Language
Coordinate
The Frost School of Business works with the Foreign
Languages Department to prepare students for a
career in international business or to work in business
environments where Spanish or French are the predominate
languages. Students admitted to this program major in
business administration or business administration with a
concentration in management.
Contact: David Hoaas • dhoaas@centenary.edu

CPA
Centenary College prepares students to sit for the Uniform
Certified Public Accountant (CPA) Examination. Students
need a bachelor’s degree and a total of 150 college credits
to be eligible. A prescribed curriculum of accounting and
business courses is also required. All the courses needed are
taught at Centenary where students can earn a bachelor of
science in accounting and graduate to pursue a career as
a CPA.
Contact: Barbara Davis • bdavis@centenary.edu

Religious Studies
centenary.edu/religion

Training students to the academic study of the human
phenomenon of religion while preparing students for
careers in both religious and secular vocations
Why major in Religious Studies at Centenary?

Contact Info

Graduates with a Centenary degree in religious studies explore law, health
care, counseling, publishing, journalism, social work, and public service. These
graduates pursue a wide variety of vocations such as professional ministry
and education.

Dr. David Cowles, Chair
318.869.5051
dcowles@centenary.edu

More importantly, the personalized and rigorous Centenary approach to liberal
arts education prepare students to think more critically and ask more and better
questions; couple these essential skills for citizenship with specialized training
in religious studies, and students are prepared for meaningful participation in a
global, multicultural society and economy.

Selected Course Offerings

Unique Opportunities
The Religious Studies Department encourages students to examine how religious
beliefs, practices and values of contemporary and historical cultures shape and
are shaped by societal factors, long-standing traditions, and distinctive forms of
literary and artistic expression.
Religious studies majors and minors in good standing are often invited to join the
Alpha Epsilon Sigma Chapter of Theta Alpha Kappa, Centenary College’s official
chapter of the national honor society for religious studies and theology. Members
discuss current trends in religious studies, submit papers for publication in the
journal and attend regional and national seminars.

• Introduction to Hebrew Bible
• Introduction to Early Christian
Literature
• Introduction to Religious Studies
• Introduction to World Religions
• Philosophy of Religion
• Gender and Family in Early
Christianity
• Portraits of Jesus
• Women and Religion
• Religion in the South

Degrees Offered
• B .A. Religious Studies

Theta Alpha Kappa Honor Society
Founded in 1976 at Manhattan College in Riverdale (the Bronx) New York, Theta
Alpha Kappa is the only national honor society serving the needs of those
involved in the study of religion and/or theology at both the baccalaureate and
post-baccalaureate levels of higher education. Joining Theta Alpha Kappa is a
concrete way to demonstrate a commitment to academic achievement in religious
studies, an area which is crucial to understanding the world at large.
Centenary students must have a) completed at least three semesters at an
institution having a local chapter in good standing, b) completed a minimum of
twelve (12) semester credits in courses representing religious studies, c) attained a
grade point average of at least 3.5 n such courses, d) attained at least a 3.0 grade
point average in their total academic program to date, and e) been ranked in at
least the upper 35% of their class in general scholarship at the
time of induction.

Beyond Graduation
Many of our graduates receive
scholarships to leading institutions
around the globe, continuing their
academic exploration in the area of
religion, including Biblical Studies,
Anthropology, Archeology, Religion,
Cultural Studies, Islam Studies,
Buddhist Studies and more. Many
also enter seminaries upon leaving
Centenary to receive training leading to
ordination and professional ministry in
a variety of religious traditions.

Sociology
centenary.edu/sociology

Untangle the complexities of contemporary society
Why major in Sociology at Centenary?

Contact Info

Sociology is the systematic study of human social behavior. Sociologists strive to
understand how humans interact with one another to create the lasting cultures,
institutions, and organizations that link generations in civilization. In addition,
sociologists devote serious attention to the manner in which cultures and social
structures influence human interaction.

Dr. Loren Demerath, Chair
318.869.5161
ldemerath@centenary.edu

Centenary’s Sociology Department has an applied service orientation. Students
are provided with a solid grounding in the various liberal arts and in the social
scientific approach to understanding the world. They are encouraged and guided
to use their knowledge and expertise to make the world a better place for all. The
department is dedicated, like Émile Durkheim, to “the study of society and its
constituents.”
Sociology students acquire facility in the development of social thought,
the research techniques used to explain the way the social world works, and
applications of sociological knowledge to solve social problems.

Unique Opportunities
The Sociology Department has built many connections with the larger community
and can offer students internships in a wide variety of services. Sociology
students have interned with the domestic violence services at YWCA, Providence
House, the Philadelphia Center, Hope Medical, Shreveport-Bossier Community
Renewal, law offices, and court remediation programs.
To connect learning in the classroom to people’s lives in the world, many
sociology classes have an experiential component in which students participate
in the area of the social world they want to study. These experiences range from a
“ride-along” with a local police officer to time spent helping in a grassroots
social movement.
In all of the courses, but particularly senior seminar, students are encouraged to
follow what interests them in crafting their research projects. It is not uncommon
for sociology students to graduate with a project in hand that shows off the exact
skills potential employers or graduate schools are looking for in the field targeted
by the student. Several students have presented their research at national
meetings and won prestigious awards.
The sociology faculty has varied research and professional interests and
experiences, including sociological theorizing and quantitative methods, crosscultural comparisons, the impact of new technologies on society, ethnographic
fieldwork, and the sociology of gender and equality.

Dr. Michelle Wolkomir
318.869.5054
mwolkomi@centenary.edu

Selected Course Offerings
• Urban Sociology
• Juvenile Delinquency
• Society and Technology
• Sex and Gender in Society
• Comparing Cultures
• Statistics for Behavioral Science

Degrees Offered
• B .A. Sociology

Beyond Graduation
Students pursuing careers in
government, law, social work,
marketing, and public policy
administration often choose to major in
sociology.
Our graduates have been accepted for
Ph.D. programs in the top 10 graduate
schools in sociology and social
work. Others have been admitted to
outstanding graduate programs in
law, social work, public health, and
counseling.
Graduates have been employed in
nonprofit organizations, hospital
administration, market research,
government service, law enforcement,
and teaching.

Theatre
centenary.edu/theatre

Develop your potential on stage and behind the scenes,
exploring the thespian and technical aspects of theatre
Why major in Theatre at Centenary?

Contact Info

The Theatre Department offers a curriculum that serves three types of students:

Don Hooper, Chair

those who plan to attend graduate school, those who plan to teach, and those

318.869.5076

who plan to pursue a career in the profession or to use their training for vocational

dhooper@centenary.edu

recreation.
The department provides cultural enrichment for Centenary and the community
through its production schedule exemplifying a “Theatre With A Purpose.”

Selected Course Offerings
• Voice for the Stage

Unique Opportunities

• History of the Theatre

Performing artists, actors, dancers, and directors in their own right, the members

• Production

of the Theatre Department not only teach but also continue to practice their craft

• The Business of Show Business

in a variety of ways. They are acclaimed producers and directors, choreographers,

• Tap

contemporary and Shakespearean actors, and stage and lighting designers.

• Dance Ensemble

• Scriptwriting

• Choreography and Composition
Within the first few weeks of class, theatre majors are exposed to all aspects of
creating a full-scale theatrical production. Acting, directing, lighting, costume
design, set design, sound, and make-up are several of the areas that a theatre
major will practice both inside and outside the classroom.

Degrees Offered
• B.A. Theatre

Student actors at Centenary find the theatrical experience very accessible. An
annual all-student production allows undergraduates to engage in leadership
roles, including directing, playwriting, and designing.

Beyond Graduation
Centenary theatre graduates have

Students work with a playwright every year to produce a premiere play and

gone on to do successful graduate

expand the creative process. The department brings in guest directors and other

work at such prestigious schools as

professionals to lead regular workshops on how to audition for a play and other

Yale, Julliard, Emerson College, Sarah

practical theatre topics like taking a good headshot or choosing an agent.

Lawrence, Virginia Commonwealth
University, Southern Methodist
University, and the North Carolina

Recent Productions

School for the Arts.

2018-2019 Productions:

2017-2018 Productions:

• Picasso at the Lapin Agile by Steve Martin

• In the Next Room by Sarah Ruhl

• Living Dead in Denmark by Qui Nguyen

• The Wolves by Sarah DeLappe

• The Nina Variations by Steven Dietz

• Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night

• Company by Stephen Sondheim

• Prince Orlovsky’s Ball

Many have also moved to New York
and Los Angeles to work and continue
study in their respective fields.

Department of Psychology
centenary.edu/psychology
Psychology is the study of thought, action, and emotion in humans and in nonhuman animals.
The Department offers a broad range of courses that encourage students to critically analyze why
individuals think, act, and feel in the ways they do.
What do our students do at
Centenary?

Our Major

A fundamental goal of the Department
is to familiarize students with the
various techniques used in modern
social-science research. We offer
laboratory resources for students
to design and complete their own
research projects. This exploration
frequently results in research
collaboration with faculty members.

Senior Seminar
▲

Students from our program pursue
a variety of experiences—counseling
psychology in masters programs all
over the country, work in
non-profit agencies, Ph.D. study
in a sub-discipline of psychology,
employment in private sector
businesses. Students may also use a
psychology degree to springboard
into occupational-therapy school, law
school, medical school, and business.

CAREER
ENRICHMENT

Independent Research
and Professional Development
▲
UPPER LEVEL

Biological/Cognitive

What do our students do after
graduation?

CAPSTONE

Developmental/Social/Clinical

CONTENT
INVESTIGATION

▲

Scientific Methodology & Behavioral Statistics

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS

▲
INTRODUCTORY LEVEL

Biological

Cognitive

Developmental

Social

FOUNDATIONAL
CONTENT

Selected Course Offerings
• Abnormal Psychology

• Statistics for the Behavioral Sciences

• Brain & Language

• Psychology of Design

• Human Growth & Development

• Prejudice & Stereotyping

• Self & Identity

• Human Sexuality

• Sensation and Perception

• Research Methods and Lab

OUR FACULTY
Dr. Amy
Hammond

Dr. Jessica
Alexander

Dr. Peter
Zunick

Department Chair

Assistant Professor

Assistant Professor

Associate Professor
Interested in language development
in children, cognitive development
in children and adolescents
(particularly college students!)

Interested in language as an
auditory event, including speech
perception, auditory imagery, and
the ways sound influences meaning.

ahammond@centenary.edu
318.841.7267

jalexander@centenary.edu
318.841.7268

Interested in people’s self-concepts
and identities, how they change,
how they lead to different types of
bias, and how they are expressed in
our attitudes and opinions.
pzunick@centenary.edu
318.841.7269

Trek First-Year Courses
centenary.edu/trek

Prepare for the challenges ahead.
Centenary students begin their first year in college with two courses designed
to cultivate the habits of mind characteristic of a person educated in the liberal
arts: curiosity, critical inquiry, thoughtful communication, problem solving, and
respectful engagement with others. Students gain the valuable, real-life skills—
reading, thinking, research, writing, and speaking—that will prepare them for the
challenges ahead.

Contact Info

Trek 115: Credo explores the meaning and value of a liberal arts education while
also giving students the opportunity to explore their own educational history
and future aspirations. While Credo focuses on “soft skills” like critical reading,
coherent writing, and thoughtful analysis, the course also invites students to lean
into their academic community through art, literature, philosophy, theatre,
and more.

Selected Course Offerings

Trek 116: Challenge seminars build on the established foundations of critical
reading, thinking, and writing developed in Trek 115, leveling up to engage
students in original research, team-work, and problem-solving. Each course is
designed by a faculty expert who brings passion and experience to an emerging
or enduring challenge confronting our world. With their faculty member as guide,
students learn to navigate complex issues, conduct original research, and work in
teams to present their insights.

Jeanne Hamming
Professor of English & Associate Dean
jhamming@centenary.edu

• Dating & Mating: The Psychology
of Relationships
• The American Tradition in Detective
Fiction
• Politics and Culture in American Film
• Aliens Among Us: Understanding
Diversity with Science Fiction
• Our Stories Told By Us: Public Art,
Indigenous Expression & Cultural
Documentation
• Paradise or Hellscape? Utopias in
Literature and Film

Valuable Skills
• Reading
• Writing
• Thinking
• Interpreting
• Speaking
• Research
• Problem-solving
• Questioning
• Discussing
• Team-work

